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Dear Graham

UK Patent No 2444916
Stationery ltem
Graham Shapiro

| am pleased to enclose the official Notification of Grant from the UK Patent Office, which indicates that
a British patent is to be granted in connection with the above patent application. Grant of the patent is
expected to be announced in the official journal of the UK Patent Office on 4 March2009, under UK
Patent No 2444916. We shall forward you the Certificate of Grant and a copy of the granted patent
specification as soon as'they become available:”

After grant, legal action can be commenced to prevent others from manufacturing, using, importing and
selling the patented invention within the United Kingdom. If you become aware of any potential
infringement, it is important that you contact us promptly, in order that an appropriate course of action
may be discussed. : -

Once the patent is granted, it will remain in force until the 20™ anniversary of the filing date of the
application, that is, until 19 December 2026, provided that annual renewal fees are paid.

Renewal fees are payable in respect of the 5™ and subsequent years counted from the filing date, the
first renewal fee being due by 19 December 2010 and annually on that date thereafter. We shall seek
your instructions on payment of the renewal fee at around three months prior to the renewal date.

Please contact us if you have any queries or if you require any further information.
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[@M

Rosemary Barker
Chartered Patent Attorney
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Your Reference: P116145GB
3 February 2009
Dear Sir/Madam

PATENTS ACT 1977: PATENTS RULES 2007
NOTIFICATION OF GRANT: PATENT SERIAL NUMBER:GB2444916

1. am pleased to tell you that your patent application number GB0625510.3 complies with the
requirements of the Act and Rules, and that you are therefore granted a patent (for the purposes
of Sections 1-23 of the Act)as from the date of this letter.

2. Grant of the patent is expected to be announced in the Patents Journal on 4 March 2009. In
accordance with section 25(1), the patent will be treated for all later sections of the Act as having
been granted and as taking effect on that date. The patent specification will be published on the
same date, and you will receive the Certificate of Grant for your patent and a copy of the
specification shortly afterwards. You may also view and download a copy of the granted
specification on our website at www.ipo.gov.uk/patent/p-find/p-find-publication.htm.

3. IMPORTANT - It is essential that you take note of the following information about annual
renewal payments:

(1) To keep your patent in force, you must pay the Office an annual renewal fee
accompanied by Patents Form 12 (which can be obtained from this Office).

(1)  For most patents, the date on which the first renewal fee is due is determined
as follows; calculate the fourth anniversary of the date of filing, and the last
day of the month in which this anniversary falls is the date on which the first
renewal fee is due. Subsequent renewal fees will be due, each year, on the
same due date. If you wish, you can pay a renewal fee in the 3-month period
before each due date.
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(iii)  Insome cases, though, there are special arrangements for the payment of the
first renewal fee on a patent. If those special arrangements apply to your patent,
you will be given further information when you receive the Certificate of Grant
referred to in paragraph 2. '

(iv)  If any renewal fee is not paid by the due date, a further six months is allowed
in which to pay the fee. No additional fee is payable if payment is received by
the Office during the first month after the due date, but payment received
during the second to sixth months after the due date is subject to an additional
fee, currently £24 per month or part of a month overdue.

(v)  Anexample:
For a patent filed on 17 October 2002, the first renewal fee would be due for
payment on 31 October 2006. The fee could be paid in advance from 1 August
2006. Subsequent renewal fees would be due on 31 October annually. The
first free month of the late payment period would end on 30 November 2006
and if no payment was received by 30 April 2007 the patent would cease.

4. If you would like further information about patent renewal fees, or if you would like us to
send you a blank Patents Form 12, please telephone our Renewals Section on 01633-814655.

5. Copies of the specification of the granted patent will be placed on sale at the Sales Branch,
Concept House, Cardiff Road, Newport, South Wales NP10 8QQ as from the date in paragraph 2

above. The copies supplied will have the suffix “B” after the serial number to distinguish the
specification of the granted patent from that of the published application.

Yours faithfully
S-em«\ BWW\DW

SEAN DENNEHEY
DIRECTOR OF PATENTS
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Abstract Title: A foldable sheet of card

A sheet of card or paper is cut along parallel
lines at opposing sides (22) of its central region
(20) and along a midline (24) of its central
region, and is folded (at lines 26) and fastened
in its peripheral region (30C) as to form a first pair
of flaps (32) which overlie the central region
(20). These first flaps (32) may be folded
outwardly to reveal the underlying surface which
has a second pair of flaps (34). These second
flaps (34) may be folded outwardly to reveal an
underlying surface including a third pair of flaps
(36). These third flaps (36) may be folded
cutwardly to reveal an underlying surface
including a fourth pair of flaps (38), and these
fourth flaps (38) may be folded outwardly to
reveal the first pair of flaps (32). The item may
find use in advertising as a mailer, which is
manipulable to successively expose additional
information or illustrations on the various
sections of its surface.
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2444916

STATIONERY ITEM

The present invention concerns an item of stationery which is particularly suitable for use
as a mailer, that is to say an item which is typically sent through the mail to provide
information, particularly of an advertising nature.

A stationery item in accordance with the present invention comprises a sheet of card or
the like having a central region and a surrounding peripheral region, which sheet is cut
along substantially parallel lines at opposing sides of its central region and along a
midline of its central region between said parallel cuts, and is folded and fastened in its
peripheral region in such a manner as to provide a pair of first flaps having opposing free
edges, which first flaps overlie the central region and may be folded outwardly to reveal
an underlying surface including a pair of second flaps having opposing free edges, these
second flaps being capabie of being foided outwardly to reveal an underlying surface
including a pair of third flaps having opposing free edges, these third flaps being capable
of being folded outwardly to reveal an underlying surface including a pair of fourth flaps
having opposing free edges, these fourth flaps being capable of being folded outwardly
to reveal an underlying surface comprising the pair of first flaps once again.

Therefore, the initial cutting, folding and fastening is such as to allow the opening of
centrally positioned flaps four times in sequence, in each case revealing additional
surfaces of the sheet which may carry any desired indicia, such as different pieces of
written information and/or illustrations.

The invention will be described further, by way of example, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a sheet of card which has been appropriately cut and is
to be folded and fastened to provide a preferred practical embodiment of the stationery
item in accordance with the invention;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the same sheet of card turned through approximately
80° and inverted and showing where the initial folding and the fastening takes place;
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2
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the assembied stationery item produced from the
folding and fastening operation illustrated in figures 1 and 2, this view being comparable
to figure 1 but turned through approximatety 90°;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the same item as in figure 3 after it has been folded as
indicated in figure 3;

Figure 5 shows the same item again, after it has been folded further, as indicated in
figure 4; and

Figure 6 shows the same item again, after it has been folded further, as indicated in
figure 5. ‘

Referring firstly to figure 1, a preferred practical embodiment of the stationery item of the
invention is made from a single rectangular sheet of card 10. This is notionally divided
into eight equal strips along its length and four equal strips across its width, resuiting in
thirty two substantially square sections. For ease of reference, these sections are
indicated in figure 1 by reference numerals 1 to 8 indicating the position of each along
the length of the card 10 and by subsidiary reference numbers .1 to .4 md:mtnng the
position of each across the width of the card 10.

The four central sections (4.2, 4.3, 5.2, 5.3) which are the fourth and fifth sections along
the length of the card 10 and the second and third sections across the width of the card
10 define a central region designated generaily as 20, while the remainder of the card
10, surrounding the central region 20 is designated generally as the peripheral region
30.

The four corner sections (1 1, 1.4, 8.1, 8.4) are cut away.

Substantially parallel cuts are made along opposing sides 22 of the central region 20
and the entire sections (3.2, 3.3. 6.2, 6.3) adjacent these cut edges 22 are also removed
from the card 10. A further cut 24 is made lengthwise of the card 10 across the midiine
of the central region 20, between the cut edges 22.

Fold lines 26 are formed between sections of the peripheral region 30, as indicated by
the broken lines in figure 1 (and the other figures).
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Adjacent sections remaining at each end of the peripheral region 30 of the card 10
adjacent the longer side edges (sections 2.1, 3.1, 2.4,34,6.1,7.1; and 6.4, 7.4) have
adhesive applied. The card is then folded over between lengthwise strips 2 and 3 and
lengthwise strips 6 and 7, respectively, as indicated in figure 1, and also as viewed from
a different angle in figure 2, so that the aforesaid sections are glued together.

Figure 3 shows the resuiting, completed stationery item. As mentioned above, the item
ts shown in figure 3 from the same side as in figure 1, but tumned through approximately
80°. The end sections 1.2, 1.3; 8.2, 8.3 of the card 10 define a pair of first flaps 32
which have opposing free edges and which overiie the central region 20 of the card 10.
These first flaps 32 can be opened to reveal the central region 20, including any printed
matter or other indicia thereon. As the first flaps 32 are lifted and swung outwards
folding occurs along the fold ines 26 shown figure 3 between the original iengthwise
strips 1 and 2, and 7 and 8, respectively, resulting in the cruciform configuration shown

in figure 4.

Referring to figure 4, the revealed central region 20 defines a further pair of flaps, which
may be termed second flaps 34. These second flaps 34 have opposed free edges in the
centre of the item, but perpendicular to the opposed free edges of the first flaps 32.
These second flaps 34 may be lifted and swung outwards, as indicated in figure 4. This
results in folding along fold lines 26 between the original widthwise strips .1 and .2, and
.3 and .4, respectively, resulting in the further cruciform configuration shown in figure 5.

Referring to figure 5, the further central area of the item which has been revealed, again
defines a further pair of flaps, which may be termed third flaps 36. These third flaps 36
have opposed free edges in a direction perpendicular to those of the preceding second
flaps 34. These third flaps 36 may again be lifted and swung outwards, as indicated in
figure 5. This results, again, in folding along the fold lines 26 between the original
lengthwise strips 1 and 2, and 7 and 8, respectively, and results in the final cruciform
configuration shown in figure 6.

Referring to figure 6, the further central area of the item which has been revealed, again
defines a further pair of flaps, this time extending across the entire length of the item,
which may be termed fourth flaps 38. Once again, these flaps 38 have opposing free
edges in a direction perpendicular to those of the preceding third flaps 36. When these
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final flaps 38 are folded back, the original configuration, substantially square in outline,
shown in figure 3, is once again obtained, with the first flaps 32 once again in the centre
of the {op surface.

It will be appreciated that as the stationery item is manipulated, upon each folding back
of the respective pairs of flaps 32, 34, 36, 38, different sections of the original card are
exposed in the central area, below the just opened flaps. Each of these sequentially
exposed sections may carry different indicia, or indeed the same or similar over again,
but potentially generating interest to the recipient of the item.

In each case, the surface of the respective flaps 32, 34, 36, 38 which has previously
been visible on the top of the item and in a central area is, upon opening and folding
back of the respective flaps moved to the under surface of the item at an edge adjacent
area thereof.

Of course, the sequence of flap opening may commence from any of the various
configurations, and may just as well be undertaken starting from the underside of the
ite_m.as illustrated in the drawings.

The illustrated embodiment is considered to be most practical for commercial production
of the item by cutting, folding and fastening by adhesive as already described.

However, the invention is not limited to the specific details of the illustrated embodiment,
and variations in detail are possible. In particular, the shape of the initial card may differ.
It need not be rectangular, and could be square, polygonal or even circular. The corner
sections need not be cut away. If they are cut away, the portion removed need not be
square. It could be triangular or an irregular shape providing a curving or undulating or
jagged corner section to the completed item. Furthermore, sections of card adjacent the
central region need not be cut away, although that is preferred to facilitate later
manipulation. The only requirement is for parallel cuts lines at each side of the central
region as well as the connecting midiine cut between these. Another possibility is
fastening of the relevant peripheral sections in a different manner to that mentioned, for
example by use of fastening devices (e.g. staples) instead of adhesive. It is also possibie
to use paper or other suitable sheet material instead of card for production of the item.





